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Bentenya x Route 66 Film Production Committee

June 2024

U.S.-Japan Cultural Film Project

An adventurous road movie featuring Japanese
Chindon Girls, BENTENYA, from Aichi, Japan,
who meet people, introduce Japanese culture,
and perform both Japanese and American music
as a new way of nurturing 150 years of Chindon
culture while on the historic Route 66 (2,448 miles)
in the United States. This is the first project of
the Route 66 series toward the centennial in 2026!
Cast: BENTENYA from Aichi, Japan

Producer: Hiroshi Kono, President of Mar Creation
and co-founder of New York Japan CineFest as well
as Chicago Japan Film Collective

Associate Producer: Toshi Goto, President of
Route 66 Association of Japan

Director: Takashi Horie, the director of The Last
Passenger (2023)
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What’s Chindon-ya?

Chindon-ya is an advertising business that is
unique to Japan and now becoming rare.

Chindon-ya wears flashy costumes and plays
instruments while marching down streets. They
also have posters on their instruments and/or backs.
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About the history of
“Chindonya”

Chindonya is the oldest advertising agency in
Japan. It was born nearly 170 years ago—before
newspapers appeared in Japan. Currently there
are only about 150 people on the job, and it has
become a very rare occupation.

Let’s travel Aichi

Aichi Prefecture, nestled in Japan, offers a
captivating blend of tradition and innovation.
Anchored by Nagoya city, known for its historical
significance and modern advancements, Aichi
provides a multifaceted experience.

History enthusiasts can explore Nagoya Castle,
an emblem of feudal Japan, and immerse
themselves in its rich heritage. For food lovers,
Aichi’ s unique culinary offerings, such as
miso-infused dishes, showcase a perfect marriage
of flavors rooted in tradition. Aichi Prefecture
promises an unforgettable journey through its
unique blend of culture, history, and natural
beauty.

GET TO KNOW JAPANESE CULTURE!

Do you know “tenugui”?

Tenugui are Japanese towels that are traditionally
made out of cotton and have many uses. They
have long been an essential part of Japanese life.

Tenugui come adorned with exquisite designs,
vibrant patterns, and abstract art. These
designs reflect Japanese culture, landscapes,
and seasonal motifs which showcase their
artistic value. Crafted from thin and lightweight
fabric, tenugui are easy to carry and store. They
are versatile companions for travel and daily
activities.
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Culture.

Culinary Culture Connections

Japanese Culinary Exchange Program:

providing opportunities for aspiring
chefs in the US and around the world
to further their knowledge and
understanding of Japanese Culinary

Beyond wiping sweat, tenugui serve as
handkerchiefs, scarves, bag charms, wrapping
cloths, table covers, and more. They adapt to
various uses and even add a touch of style to
interior decor.

Tenugui are deeply intertwined with traditional
Japanese culture and customs, evoking a sense
of Japanese aesthetics. They infuse spaces with
a touch of “wa” (Japanese style).

Tenugui are recyclable and, thus, contribute to
waste reduction. They’re an eco-friendly
alternative to disposable paper towels.

Virtual Festival and Streaming Provided by Logic CMX
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150+ FILMS 7 DAYS ONLINE & IN THEATERS

OCTOBER 14 - 20 | 2024

brooklynscififilmfest.com
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SUSHI CHEF

Instagram

Educating the art of Japanese Cuisine
for 20 years in Los Angeles, CA




