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INDIANA-KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE-MISSOURI

Bentenya Embarks on 2025 Summer Tour
Across the Midwest and South

The all-female Japanese chindon
group Bentenya is bringing their
vibrant blend of traditional street
performance and modern flair to
the U.S. this summer, with a
multi-state tour spanning Indiana,
Kentucky, Tennessee, and
Missouri. Known for their colorful
costumes, infectious energy, and
nostalgic-meets-contemporary
sound, Bentenya promises a lively
celebration of Japanese culture
that’s sure to captivate audiences
of all ages.

Bentenya 2025 Summer Tour (Indiana-Kentucky-Tennessee-Missouri)
8/20 JASI GALA at Indiana Roof Ballroom in Indianapolis, IN
(5:00PM-9:00PM)

8/21-22 NAJAS Annual Meeting in Lexington, KY (TBA)

8/23 Knox Asia Festival - VIP Sushi + Sumo Event in Knoxville,
TN (6:00PM-8:00PM)

8/24 Knox Asian Festival in Knoxville, TN (10:30AM - 6:30PM)
8/30-9/1 Japanese Festival at Missouri Botanical Garden in St
Louis, MO (8/30-31: 9:00AM-9:00PM, 9/1: 9:00AM-5:00PM)
9/3-4 Bentenya show in Springfield, MO (TBA)

9/5-7 Japanese Fall Festival at Mizumoto Japanese Stroll
Garden in Springfield, MO (9/5: 5:00PM-10:00PM, 9/6:
11:00AM-10:00PM, 9/7: 11:00AM-6:00PM)
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BENTENYA Needs Your Help
and Support

Bentenya is currently working on a film project titled “Bentenya x
Route 66,” which aims to promote cultural exchange between the U.S.
and Japan. The film is slated for completion by the end of 2025, followed
by a screening tour along Route 66 in 2026. As part of its grassroots
mission, Bentenya continues to plant the seeds of Japanese culture
along the historic highway in anticipation of its centennial anniversary.
Following their current U.S. summer tour, Bentenya will promote Route
66 at Tourism Expo Japan in their hometown of Nagoya. They also plan
to launch a unique mural project along Route 66, creating public art
that celebrates both Bentenya and the iconic landmarks of the route.

If you are interested in supporting Bentenya’ s cultural initiatives,
please contact bentenya66usa[at]gmail.com for more details.

“The National Association of Japan-America Societies, with 41
member societies across North America, is excited to partner with a
down-home musical group zeroed in on the heartland of the United
States. We are eager to welcome Bentenya to Lexington, Kentucky,
August 20-22, where we will convene more than 30 member
Japan-America societies and scores of closely related NGOs,
businesses and government representatives who share Bentenya’s
passion for the United States, Japan, and the grassroots that
connect our people, all at our annual conference that, like this
musical troupe, moves around this big country.

At our event, we look forward to exploring reports of the Osaka
Expo, films on baseball diplomacy, tasting a half-dozen U.S. brewed
sakes from across the States ... and sampling the great Benten
folk-matsuri-pop vibe, of course!

Bentenya are hometown favorites in Chicago, St. Louis, and LA — all
Route-66 towns that your group has played to enthusiastic fans.
Turning North to South, NAJAS is present with member societies
from Minneapolis to New Orleans, too. Thank you, Bentenya, for
spending time with us, getting to know middle America, and
bringing joy wherever you head.”

—Andrew Wylegala, NAJAS

GET TO KNOW JAPANESE CULTURE!

What is Bon Odori?

Bon Odori is one of Japan’s iconic summer traditions—a festive
event held to welcome, honor, and express gratitude to the spirits
of our ancestors. It originates from the Buddhist custom of Obon
and has been passed down through generations as a way for
people to connect with their ancestors through dance.

Bon Odori is celebrated in regions all across Japan, each with
its own distinctive style. The choreography, music, and
costumes vary depending on the area. Bon Odori is not just
a performance to watch—anyone can join the circle and dance
together. Wearing a yukata—a lightweight cotton summer
kimono—and dancing to the rhythm of taiko drums and
traditional music is a uniquely Japanese summer experience.
In recent years, Bon Odori has also become a platform for

international exchange, with more events welcoming
participants from around the world.

Bentenya has its own original Bon Odori song called “Nagoya
Benten-chan Ondo,” written and composed by member Suzuko. -~
The choreography, inspired by the Japanese characters in
“Bentenya,” is simple and fun for everyone to learn and enjoy.
The song is featured on Bentenya’s first album, Senkyakubanrai.
Let’s all join in and dance to “Nagoya Benten-chan Ondo” !
How to dance to “Nagoya Benten-chan Ondo”
https://youtu.be/JtCUGHCF6gg?si=S4dHnHKL Aggjmei
“Nagoya Benten-chan Ondo” Music Video
https://youtu.be/uMONx77nhog?si=QDhzd_u0TFKcckWu ~
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